
Language biography

The language biography is one of the three components of the Language Portfolio, a personal document designed in 2001 European Year of Languages by the Language Policy Division of the Council of Europe within the Common European Framework of References for Languages. The aim of the language biography is to enable learners to record the development of their linguistic and intercultural skills over time and throughout their lives. The other two components of the Language Portfolio are the language passport (where learners describe and assess their language knowledge and experience) and the dossier (where learners collect samples of their work and evidence of their achievements).
In the language biography you will compile an overview of your most important learning experiences with other languages and cultures. This will enable you to reflect on your own linguistic identity in the light of your personal experiences. 
Name:

………………………………………………………………………………………………

Year of birth:

…………………………………………………….

At home we speak:

……………………………………………………………………………………………….*

……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

* You can fill in one or more languages or dialects.

With whom do I speak which language or which dialect?
	In different situations you sometimes use different languages: at home or for example in talking to friends in the street or on holiday


	Example
I speak
Limburger dialect
with close relatives
I speak
English
with some friends
I speak
Dutch
With most other people
I understand
TV programs
in Turkish
I speak  …………………… with my mother.

I speak ……………………. with my father.

I speak ……………………. with my brother(s) and sister(s).

I speak ……………………. with my grandparents.

I speak ……………………. with my best friends

I speak …………….……… with ………………………………..

I speak ………………….… with ………………………………..




	Indicate what other things you can do in a language.
	Example
I understand
TV programs
in Turkish
I read

magazines

in English
I write

letters

in Spanish


	
	I ………………………………………………………………………

…………………………………………………………………………

I ………………………………………………………………………

…………………………………………………………………………

I ………………………………………………………………………

…………………………………………………………………………




Underline

I was raised monolingual / bilingual / multilingual.

My languages

	Write down how long you have been learning the language.
	Example
Language
Where
From .............. until ..............
French
Primary education
1994 - 1996
English
Junior general secondary education (mavo)
1996 - 1999
German
Junior general secondary education (mavo)
1996 - 1999
English
Senior secondary vocational education (mbo), technology
1999 - 2001


	Write down where:

At home / at school / in a language course etc.
	Language
	Where?
	From?

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	


Which schools/universities did I attend?

	Under country fill in the country sign, for example NL or D. Also indicate when you attended a school there.
	School type
	Town/Country
	When?

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	


Certificates awarded 

	Indicate which certificates you obtained. (For example at school , university or in language courses).
	Which ones?
	Where?
	When/what age?

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	


Languages I learned at school and/or university
	Indicate here in which classes/groups you were taught Dutch, English, Arabic, Turkish, German, French or even another language.
	Example
Language
Year
Group or class
English
1999 -2000
7 and 8
German
2001
Class 2
French
2000
Class 1
Turkish

1997 - 2000 

5, 6, 7 and 8



	
	Language
	Year
	Group or class

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	


